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In the Claims : 

Please rewrite claims 1, 2, 5 and 6 as follows: 

'(Amended; An opticarfibef array, comprising: a holding member incluaing a 



suDfetrate having sectional V-shaped housing grooves formed thereon for housing optical 



ibers\n a top face, said optical fibers each having an optical fiber tip end bare portion 
^ housed in^id holding member; a cover plate positioned on the substrate; and an adhesive 
provided be^een the substrate and the cover plate to fix the optical fibers in the housing 
grooves, whereirtka distance betv^een a center axis of the outermost housing groove and an 
end portion of the substrate is at least five times larger than the radiimi of the optical fibers, 
and a distance Y between^he substrate and the cover plate is L / 6 £ Y ^ L, wherein Y is a 
thickness of the adhesive an^L is a distance fi-om a contact point between the housed optical 
fibers and the housing groves to tB^over plate. 



2. 



(Amended) An optical fiber £irray as claimed in claim 1 , wherein a height of a 
Vv J portion of the optical fibers which protrudes from the housing grooves on the substrate is 



substantially equal to the distance Y between wie substrate and the cover plate. 



5. (Amended) An optical fiber army as claimed in claim 1 , wherein a width of the 
cover plate is different firom a width oMhe substrate. 



6. (Amended) An optical /iber array as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising a 
placement face for placing a co/ered portion of the optical fibers provided at a rear part of a 
housing groove forming face, and a step provided between the housing groove forming face 
and the placement face for placing and housing the optical fibers. 
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Please adcl new claims 7-16 as follows: 



(New) An optical fiber array as claimed in claim 2, wherein the distance Y between 
the sJtostrate and the cover plate is L / 4 ^ Y ^ L. 

8. (Netjv) An optical fiber array as claimed in claim 2, wherein the adhesive is epoxy- 
based. 

9. (New) An optical fiber array as claimed in claim 3, wherein the adhesive is epoxy- 
based. 

10. (New) An op^cal fiber array as claimed in claim 2, wherein a width of the cover plate 
is different from a widtJa of the substrate. 

1 1 . (New) An opticalVfiber array as claimed in claim 3, wherein a width of the cover plate 
is different from a width ofithe substrate. 

12. (New) An optical fib^ array as claimed in claim 4, wherein a width of the cover plate 
is different from a width of the^ubstrate. 

13. (New) An optical fiber array as claimed in claim 2, further comprising a placement 
face for placing a covered portion oVthe optical fibers provided at a rear part of a housing 
groove forming face, and a step provMed between the housing groove forming face and the 
placement face for placing and housinathe optical fibers. 



ft* 



14. \New) An optical fiber array as claimed in claim 3, further comprising a placement 
face for placing a covered portion of the optical fibers provided at a rear part of a housing 
groove forming face, and a step provided between the housing groove forming face and the 
placement fa\e for placing and housing the optical fibers. 

15. (New) Al^ optical fiber array as claimed in claim 4, further comprising a placement 
face for placing a 5bvered portion of the optical fibers provided at a rear part of a housing 
groove forming face\and a step provided between the housing groove forming face and the 
placement face for placing and housing the optical fibers. 



16. (New) An optical ^ber array as claimed in claim 5, further comprising a placement 
face for placing a covered pdktion of the optical fibers provided at a rear part of a housing 
groove forming face, and a steft provided between the housing groove forming face and the 
placement face for placing and hosing the optical fibers. 



